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from page 8 [Bicentennial Extravaganza.] —— 

company had wanted to give out free samples at; each 
encampment * ) 

But the PR firm stresses that there are plans for 
state supported marketing of products, such as wagon 
train medallions, a book about the ?\ l g^image^ and 
wagonmaster belts a Pennsyl van la p for "nstance, says 
Thelma Gray 9 will more than recover the money 'i 1 paid 
to her firm -- possibly earning as much as $2 mii I i! ; on 
to $A million from marketing ventures. And what; bet- 
ter way to celebrate the Bicentennial than to tu rn 
a profit? 
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from page 10 [Food Stamps] ----- 

Ford sent a package to Congress before Thanksgiving 
slashing $465 million From Medicare^ $29? from Med I - 
cai d , $170 m2 1 1 Son from Social Security and $U2 
mill Ion from the National institute of Health, This 
proposal , If passed 3 would be Th addition to the 
$485 mUlI on that Congress has already cut. from heal 
education and welfare., 
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MINER'S STRIKE ENDS --FOR SOME; 

35,000 REMAIN OUT IN SUPPORT OF MINE -RELATED 
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON D«C© (IA T S)«-Str iking members of the 
United Mine Workers of America (UMWA) voted to accept 
a new contract negotiated by union officials with 
the Bituminous Goal Operators Association (BCOA). 

The new three-year pact, the first negotiated 
by the reform leadership of UMWA President Arnold - 
'Miller , . was approved with less than overwhelming _ 
support from the rank and file, many of whom felt 
that the union should hold out for greater Concessions 
from the owners© 

The unofficial ratification vote was 44, 754 
for the contract and 34,741 against it— 56% to 444© 

The. vote is still to be recounted and certified, but 
The final totals are not expected to change signi- 
ficantly® The fact that more than 40,000 UMWA miners 
failed to vote at all surprised many miners, espec- 
ially since this was; the first contract subject to 
direct rank and file ratification in UMWA history. 

Though the new contract signed in December called 
for all miners to be back in the pits December 9, 
miners in many areas are still off the job as a 
result of a strike by UMWA members not covered by 
the contract© About 4,500 construction workers who ■ 
belong to the UMWA are still' striking against' the 
Association of Bituminous Contractors (ABC), a group 
of construction companies that build mine shafts 
and coal processing plants© 

Though they are UMWA members, the construction 
rorkers work out their own contract with ABC construct 
ion & About 35,000 UMWA miners are estimated to be 
honoring the cons traction., workers 1 picket lines, 
shutting down most mines in Virginia, Illinois and 
Indiana, as well as scattered mines in West- Virginia, ' 
Kentucky and Pennsylvania© Once a contract is proposed 
it faces the same : ratification procedure as the UMWA 
contract— first to the 39-person bargaining council, , 
then to the 4, 500-member rank and file* ' 

In addition to the . construction workers 1 strike 
e.jdch has shut several hundred mines, some of the most 
militant locals in the UMWA have hinted that wildcat 
walkouts may be used to protest contract demahddwmany 
miners feel should have been included in the new pact* 

In UMWA. District 29 in West Virginia an organi- 
zation called the Miners Committee to Defend the 
Right to Strike has collected- the names of more than 
3^000 miners on a petition .demanding the right to 
strike over local grievances© 11 If you've got a 
grievance, you .should, be able to strike -without the 
company fining your local .$10,000,". said Fred Links - 
waller, a 25-year-old West Virginia miner * 

Many miners feel that this is a particularly 
important demand to insure safe, working conditions* 

"At least you should be able to protect yourself," 
said Linksweiier® 

Steve Segedi,- an activist in the western Penn- 
sylvania UMWA Local 1190, which rejected, the -contract, 
agrees© "You don't go into an unsafe mine and work 
and come out and negotiate,"- he .said* "You close it 

d ow n©" - , • . . • > ... 
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While wildcat© remain a possibility, the 
immediate problem for the owners is the construction 
workers strike * Again, the strong UMWA tradition 
of not crossing a picket line is in evidence* 

Everywhere that the striking construction workers 
have picketed, work has stopped* 

"If there's one man on a picket line, the miners 
won't cross it," said Frank Blevins, a West Virginia 
construction worker. 

Asked if work had resumed as usual in Southwestern 
Pennsylvania, Steve replied, "ABC construction is 
out on strike, and we'll obey their picket lines© 

Mines all over here are still shut down* They still 
haven't moved any coal* 

As the owners continue to be unable to move 
their coal, tensions in the area have increased, 

Segedi explained. "A few days ago about 35 men went 
out to stop some coal we heard was going to be moved," 
he said. "We turned back about 4 or 5 trucks when 
someone fired about 6 shotgun blasts at us* But 
the coal didn't get out." No one was injured© 

The establishment press has focused on what they 
call a "69 per cent increase per man" over the life 
of the contract, referring to the estimated cost 
to owners for wage, pension and benefit increases 
over three years. But miners critical of the contract 
note that that is a very deceiving figure. 

"Those wage increases they keep talking about 
in the papers are not guarenteed," explained Steve 
Segedi. "It's all based on inflation continuing at 
the rate it is now* A lot of miners wanted a feig 
immediate increase to make up for what we've lost! 
the last three years. In 1971 we got a 20 per cent 
raise. This time, with inflation worse, we only get 
18 per cent spread over three years." 

The new contract gives a ten per cent wage increase 
this year with two 4 per cent increases to follow* 

There is also a cost of living clause which will give 
miners a 1 cent an hour increase for every *4 per cent 
increase in the Consumer Price Index. This adjustment 
will be made every three months. 

"Sure," said Fred Linkweiler, "they say fringe 
benefits will bring it over 60 per cent, but 1 need 
money now." 

Segedi said he felt "Hot too many parts of the new 
contract are good," noting that many miners in Local 
1190 felt that there should be more vacation time for 
older miners. Under the new contract, two weeks is 
the base vacation period with one day additional for 
every seven years in the mines . 

"The best part about being in the mines," he said, 
"is not the pay, but being out of the mines® Its 
hard work and the guys want more time off." 

"What surprised me most," Segedi said, "was that 
so few miners -ffoted. I was really shocked, especially 
since this ratification procedure is new. I guess 
they were evidently satisfied." 

Another miner, Gary Wilson, 24, speculated that 
a lot of younger miners probably voted for the contract 
since they felt the pressures of the strike first© 

"Younger guys they pay for thetr house or car 

on time and are Afraid of losing them* Also the 

December 11, 1974 more. •©*.*© 



older miners have had more time to save money to 
prepare for the strike#" 

One of the provisions of the new contract 
generally liked by miners was a clause creating about 
8 2 000 new jobs by requiring certain tasks to have a 
helper assigned to them© In addition to creating 
more jobs this also makes those particular jobs safer# 

But around Local 1190 in Southwestern Pennsyl- 
vania, miners were upset with the way they felt the 
contract twas pushed by the union, almost more than 
they were over its terms# Over the Thanksgiving 
weekend, the UMWA purchased TV and radio time on 80 
stations to encourage miners to vote for the contract# 

"People here didn’t like Miller and the whole 
International pushing the contract like that," said 
Steve Segedi# "They didn’t like it at all#" 

National union offices are next up for grabs 
in 1977# Miller 'will have one more contract to 
negotiate before then# As Segedi said, "maybe he 
can turn things around then, but right now a lot 
of people here are pretty disappointed." 

In the meantime, although the UMWA has signed 
a contract, owners know that wildcat strikes have 
a long tradition among the mine workers# 

"You know how it Is down here," said XJarold 
Hayden; ,a local official from West Virginia critical 
of the contract# "You get one picket or a couple of 
wildcatters and you’ve got 70 mines shut before you 

know it#!,-" 

- 30 - 

U . S • LABOR DEPARTMENT SAYS EMPLOYERS UNDERPAY WORKERS 
BY $7 MILLION EACH!! MONTH 

WASHINGTON D.C. ( INS ) —According to the U.S. 

Labor Department’s Wage and Hour Division, employers 
have been increasingly violating federal wage and 

hour laws® 

Between the months of June and September, 1974, 
employers paid workers $22«3 million less than re- 
quired by federal laws, according to a recent Labor 
Department release# During the three-month period, 
a total of 37,500 workers were known to have been 
illegally paid less than the federal minimum wage 
by an amount totalling $5,264,000# 

Other categories of underpayment include over- 
time underpayments ($9,447,000), equal pay violations 
l.,r women ($5,739,000) and equal pay violations for 
the elderly ($878,000)# 

The Labor Department admit/ underpayment of 
employees Is much more wide-spread than the statistics 
indicate, and that the released figures include only 
cases which have come to the Labor Department’s 

attention© 
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Dear' ‘friends,’ 


ROCKEFELLER BREEZES!- THROUGH HOUSE HEARINGS 

DESPITE SOME CHALLENGES OF HIS WEALTH AND ROLE IN 

ATTICA 

WASHINGTON D.C. (LNS)— Nelson Rockefeller had 
his act together before the recent House Judiciary 
Committee hearings and it seems to have paid off# 
There’s not a soul in Washington who thinks the 
Rock won’t be confirmed as V-P before Congress 
breaks for Christmas recess# 

Throughout the hearing Rockefeller was his 
usual charming, "Hi ya fellas" self; and his 
financial advisor, J# Richardson Dilworth, snowed 
the committee with charts and diagrams of the 
family’s wealth. Most of the Judiciary Committee 
members, like Walter Flowers (D-Ala#) just sat back 
and asked such challenging questions as "What are 
your views on the energy crisis?" 

But there were a handful of representatives 
willing to do brief battle with the ex-governor 
(each rep was limited to 15 minutes), providing 
the most interesting tidbits of ’testimony ■#* Take 
for instance black representative Barbara Jordan (D.« 
Xex#) who said that many people she knew "don’t 
trust wealthy people because they have been used so 
much by the wealthy#" She asked what Rockefeller 
would say to them# 

He replied that his "great-grandmother had a 
station on the Underground Railroad," which helped 
escaping slaves in the 19th century, and that his 
grandfather (John D# the First) feave money to 
every black college# 

"The people I’m talking about don’t remember 
the Underground Railroad," replied Jordan® "Their 
concern is food stamps#" 

Later in her questioning she asked! Rockefeller, 
"you have trouble admitting when you’re wrong, 
don’t you?" 

During his testimony the Rock made much of his 
family’s charitable acts# But Rep# Jerome 
Waldie (D-Ca#) told the ex-governor that his 
philanthropy was only what he wealth "obligated" 
himfc to perform# W&ldie said that Rockefeller 
didn’t deserve as much credit for it as a factory 
worker who spends his eveMngs and weekends with 
the Cub Scouts# 

In a later exchange, Rep# Charles Rangle (D-NY) 
questioned Rockefeller closely about his role in 
the Attica prison rebellion in 1971# Forty-three 
persons died following an assault by state troopers 
ordered by Rockefeller# Prisoners had specifically 
requested Rbckefellerlfco come to Attica to nego- 
tiate with them but Rockefeller said that if he had It 
to do over again, he still would not have gone to 
the scene# 

He did say that he would have done one thing 
differenly~he would have ordered officials to 
retake the prison immediately rather than waiting 
for six days# 


If ypu haven’t already paid your December 


bill , '.plea'se' i do"lt soon* 
we a^feciate' ± t# 


And If you ha Ye , 


Page 
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Rockefeller said he had been asked to go to 
Attica by aides who said they didn’t know what he 
could do, but a "miracle might occur#" "Well, I’m 
nomessiah," Rockefeller told the committee# 1 
cfidn* t see there was .any thing I .could do# So there 
on national 'television would be Nelson Rockefeller 
and he would be the man who failed# That’s the way 
k I read it." -30- 
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[see graphics to go with this story] 

NORTH VIETNAMESE NEGOTIATOR LE DUC THO HOLDS 
PARIS PRESS CONFERENCE: "U.S. POLICY IN VIETNAM 

CHARACTERIZED BY TREACHERY AND LIES" 

by Schofield Coryell 

PARIS (LNS) ’’The United States has not 
ceased, since the signature of the Paris Agreement 
--■which was a great victory for the Vietnamese — 
to violate the essential clauses of that treaty*” 
said Le Due Tho in a press conference during a o 
recent 'trip to Paris. 

Tho 5 a member of the Political Bureau of the 
Vietnamese Worker f s Party, and the chi£f North 
Vietnamese negotiator of the 1973 Paris Peace A- , 
greement , continued: 

’’The U.S. uniformed troops were removed from 
South Vietnam and t'he bombing of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam (DRV) has ended, but the U.S. 
continues to back the Thieu regime with arms and 
dollars, thousands of soldiers in civilian clothes, 
and direct operations. There are thousands of pol- 
itical prisoners still in Thieu 1 s prisons and 
there are no democratic freedoms in the Saigon- 
controlled zones of South Vietnam.” 

Tho explained that ’’The population of the ci- 
ties of South Vietnam is rising up against the in- 
tensified repression and exploitation’ which has 
become intolerable. The South Vietnamese people 
are demanding peace, democracy, the improvement of 
their living conditions, the application of the 
Paris Agreement. We salute this progressive move- 
ment and approve the legitimate demands that it 
has put forward.” 

In answer to -one question, Tho said that it 
was true that the United States and Thieu ; are 
’’trying to sabotage and infiltrate this urban anti- 
corruption, anti-war movement and give it an ori- 
entation favorable to themselves, but this 'is not 
possible. The struggle of the South Vietnamese 
people will certainly meet ’ with success. Thieu 
cannot go on like this very much longer." 

The North Vietnamese negbtiator also pointed 
to Article 21 of the Paris Agreement which states 
that ’’the United States will contribute to healing 
the wounds of war and to post-war reconstruction n 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and through- 
out Indochina.” 

’’The clause on the United States 1 duty to heal 
the wounds of war was not respected any more than 
other essential clauses of the Paris Agreement," 
said Tho. ”We regard this as a debt — a debt of 
blood — that the United States has contracted 
towards the people of Vietnam. . . . 

"Thirty years of war against our country hr 
brought considerable damage to the land and econ- 
omy," said Tho describing North Vietnam 1 s efforts 
to reconstruct. "During the escalation of the 
American bombing, not a single factory, not a sin- 
gle school, not a single hospital was spared. All 
were destroyed or damaged. 

"But since the 1 signing of the Peace Agreement 
and the cessation of the bombing 1 in the north, our 
people have managed to re-build the entire network 
of road transpor tati on, for example. They have 
LIBERATION News Service 


rebuilt, or repaired all the bridges. 

"The production of electricity and coal is 
greater today than at the beginning of the esca- 
lation in 1965. Various branches of light indus- 
try are being rapidly rebuilt, and in the course 
of the coming year they are expected to surpass 
the level of 1965- By October and November of 
this year, agricultural production had already 
surpassed the 1965 level." 

But while reconstruction proceeds in the 
North, the United States-backed war continues in 
the south. As Le Due Tho summed it up, "United 
States policy in Vietnam is characterized essen- 
tially by treachery and lies .... 

"The United States is responsible for the : : 
continuation of the war and the partition of the 
country. We hope the anti-war people in the United 
States will go into action and launch a campaign 
to force the United States to respect the Paris 
Agreement by ending its colonialist policy in 
Vietnam. ’’ 

-30- 

****************%*** ************************ ******* 


DETROIT, Michigan (LNS) — Michigan state mental 
health officials and children’s rights advocates 
are anxiously awaiting the outcome of a lawsuit 
which could substantially revise state policies of 
commitment and treatment of "mentally disturbed" young 
people . 

The suit was filed in February by two lawyers , 
Clarice Jobes and Gabe Kaimowitz on behalf of "Jane 
Doe," a seven year-old girl at Lafayette Clinic who 
was admitted at the request of her guardian. 

It asks that "voluntary" commitments of young 
people by their parents be ended and that a court hear- 
ing be held in every case. If the child cannot or will 
not give her consent to commitment, then the judge 
would have to apply the criteria now used for commit- 
ment of adults — whether or not the person constitutes 
imminent danger to herself or others. While mental 
health activists object to this criteria, children 
don’t even have the minimal legal protection offered 
by such stipulations. 

The suit also asks that research and experimenta- 
tion be banned unless it is to the direct physical 
benefit of the young person. 

It’s a question of the state depriving the child 
of liberty, ’’ said Annina Dahrn, co-counsel to the suit. 
"The opposition says it is a parental right to get med- 
ical help for their child, and we say this is a legal 
decision on whether the state can legally incarcerate 
an individual without a court hearing." 

Sam Davis of the Michigan Association for Emotion- 
ally Disturbed Children estimated that 85-90% of young 
people now in state mental institutions would not meet 
the commitment criteria of being potentially dangerous 
to themselves ; or to others. 

-30- 

( Thanks to FPS, a magazine of young people’s liberation. 
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CHILDREN’S RIGHTS ADVOCATES SUE MICHIGAN STATE 
TO STOP COMMITMENTS OF YOUNG PEOPLE BY PARENTS 


Page 3 


(# 663 ) 


more . . . 



RADICAL MEDIA BULLETIN' BOARD~ ** AN INTERNAL NEWSLETTER FOR ALL LNS SUBSCRIBERS ** DECEMBER 11, 19?T 


from: Tricontinental Film Center, 333 Sixth Avenue, 

New York, N.Y. lOOlU. (212) 989-3330. 

The Tricontinental Film Center announces the 
publication of its 1974-75 sales/rental catalog of 
"Films from the Third World." 

The 40-pp. illustrated catalog lists over 65 
feature-length, medium-length and short films from 
Africa, Asia, the Mideast, Latin America, plus films 
on Native Americans, Afro-Americans, Chicanos, Puerto 
Ricans, and other ethnic minorities in the U.S. 

Copies of the catalog are available free on re- 
quest from the above address or the other two 
Tricontinental Film Center offices across the country: 
1034 Lake St., Oak Park, 111. 60301; or P.0. Box 4430, 
Berkeley, Ca. 94704. 

* * * * 

from: Women’s Video Festival, 549' W. 52nd St., New 

York, N Jo 10019 . 

The Women’s Interart Center will present the 
third Women’s Video Festival in their gallery space 
in New York City from April 2-19, 1975* We are ask- 
ing women all over the U.S. to send us tapes that they 
have made for possible inclusion in the Festival. 

As in the past, we would like to present a wide- 
range of work. We’re interested in documentaries, ~ ’ 

video-art, erotic tapes, multi-channel presentations, 
dance, health, video sculpture and live events just 
to name a few categories. Tapes dealing with subjects 
of particular interest to women are a natural in the 
context of a Women’s Festival, however, we do not 
limit participants with respect to the content of 
their tapes. For more information about the Festival, 
contact us at the above address . 

* * * * 

from: The New Woman’s Times, S.U.C. Geneseo, Frazier 

Box 354, Geneseo, N.Y. 14454. 

DYKES UNITE is expanding into a women’s news- 
paper. We plan to I^ave vouh.jJlrbt;. J^hh.e r 6f -TheaNew 
Woman’s Times published by January 15, 1975* Remember 
to either renew your subscription or get a new sub 
in right away. 

* * * * 

from: The New Haven Women’s Liberation Rock Band, 

1504 Boulevard, New Haven, Conn. 06511* (203) 
389-1971 or 55 Boutwell St ., Dorchester , Mass. 
02122. (617) 825-1575. 

The New Haven Women’s Liberation Rock Band is a 
group of five women who have joined together to per- 
form and create women’s music. We feel that the tra- 
ditional music of today is not meaningful or rele- 
vant to women. Our goal is to help change that. The 
building of a women’s culture is important to each 
of us, and through our music we hope to be a part of 
that development. 

Our music is danceable and entertaining for 
everyone, featuring selections from rhythm and blues, 
rock, soul, jazz and many original songs. Our lyrics 
communicate the experiences, hopes, joys, insights 
and the bis ion that we women have shared and need to 


share in order to continue to fight for liberation. 

We yould like to play for as many people as 
possible — for dances, celebrations, cultural festi- 
vities, conferences, demonstrations, community func- 
tions. For bookings or further information, please 
call or write us. 

* * * * 

from: The Workbook, Southwest Research and Informa- 
tion Center, P0 Box 4524, Albuquerque, N.M 

87106. 

The Workbook is a fully indexed catalog of 
sources of information about environmental, social, 
and consumer problems. It is aimed at helping people 
in small towns and cities across America gain access 
to vital information that can help them assert con- 
trol over their own lives. It is our hope to intro- 
duce our reader to basic, up-to-date and inexpensive 
publications, as well as organizations which can 
start them on their way. If you’d like a copy, 
write to us soon. 

* * * * 

from: The Raritan Caucus Press, c/o Wells Keddie, 

52 Morris Lane, Piscataway, N.J. 08854. 

The Raritan Caucus is a group of socialists 
of various persuasions living and working in New 
Burnswick, N.J. Composed largely of faculty and 
students, its concern is with analyzing economic and 
social issues and it actively supports ongoing 
struggles such as that of the United Farm Workers „ 

The Caucus Press publishes papers based on study 
sessions within the caucus. The first paper, "Slip- 
ping on Oil," an analysis of the oil crisis, is 
available for $.75* The second paper is on the 
Political Economy of Education with discussions of 
the closed classroom, class, history and education, 
and modes of resistance. It costs $.50. For more 
information about the Caucus, write to the above 
address. 

* * * * 

from: The Feminist Press, SUNY/College at Old 

Westbury, Box 334, Old Westbury, New York 11568. 

The 1974-75 Feminist Press catalogue is now 
available. The 22-page catalgueelists a wide variety 
of books — -women’s history, children’s books, re- 
sources for schools and colleges, novels, short 
stories, essays and many more. 

Write to the above address for a copy of the 
catalogue and to be put on the Feminist Press mail- 
ing list. 

% * * * 

from: LNS 

We recently received a letter from four., 
prisoners in the Treatment and Research Center, 

PO Box 5500, Chillicothe^ Ohio 45601 who would 
very much like to hear from someoneoon the outside 
this holiday season. Their names are William E. 
Roberts #138-935, Robert E. Wilson #138-263, a- 

William Lee Jackson #134-499 * & 

END OF RMBB 
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DECLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS SAY J . EDGAR HOOVER 
PROBABLY LIED TO WARREN COMMISSION 
ON OSWALD’S LINKS TO FBI 

WASHINGTON ,D.C. (LNS) — Recently declassified 
documents reveal that former CIA director Allen 
Dulles , when asked: by the Warren Commission if Lee 
Harvey Oswald could possibly “be employed by the 
FBI 3 replied that the directors of the FBI and 
the CIA would lie to anyone except the President 
to protect the identity of their operations and 
undercover agents . 

Critics of the Warren Commission raised im- 
portant questions at the time about the truth of 
Jo Edgar Hoover f s testimony that "I can. most em- 
phatically say that at no time was he [Oswald] 
ever an employee of the bureau in any capacity, 
either as an agent or as a special employee, or 
as an Informant . " 

But now Dulles ’ declassified statement that 
"I think under any circumstances Mr. Hoover would 
say certainly he didn’t have anything to do with 
this fellow," raises further doubts about the 
truth, of Hoover ? s testimony. 

The formerly top secret documents are contain- 
ed in a book called "Whitewash IV" by Harold Weis- 
berg, which was published on November 22, the e- 
leventh anniversary of Kennedy f s death. A writer 
and investigator, Weisberg is a long-time critic 
of the Warren Commission and has written three o- 
ther books on the Kennedy assassination and one 
on the assassination of Martin Luther King. 

Weisberg sued the government for release of 
the documents but 'lost In a court decision last 
summer. For some unknown reason, however, the 
National Archives then decided to declassify the 
documents and sent copies to Weisberg. 

Dulles T comments were part of an extraordin- 
ary discussion by Warren Commission members on 
January 27, 1964 on whether J. Edgar Hoover and 
John A,. McCone , then director of the CIA, would 
truthfully answer questions about whether Lee Har- 
vey Oswald had ever worked for either of their a- 
gencies . 

In late January, 1964, Chief Justice Earl War- 
ren, chairman of the Commission, and J. Lee Rankin, 
general counsel for the Commission, met with Wag- 
goner Carr, the Attorney General of Texas and Dal- 
las District Attorney Henry Wade and told them 
there was evidence that Oswald may have worked 
for the FBI . 

Their story alleged that Oswald had been work- 
ing as an Informant for the FBI since 1962; that 
he was on the FBI payroll at $200 a month on the . 
day he was arrested; and that Oswald had been as- 
signed an informant number 179* The source of 
their story was an article In the January 1, 1964 
Houston Post by reporter Lonnie Hudkins . 

The full Commission was made aware of this 
"dirty rumor" in a " tense and hushed" special e- 
mergency session on January 22, the only account 
of which has been related in Gerald Ford’s book 
"Portrait of An Assassin." [Ford was a member of 
the Commission.] There" is no reference to this 


information anywhere in the Warren Commission find- 
ings . 

On January 27 5 the Commission met to determine 
how to proceed. "The Commission itself had not 
grounds at the moment," Ford wrote, "for rejecting 
or accepting [the rumor]. Members simply knew that 
the whole business was a most delicate and sensitive 
one involving the nation 1 s faith in its own Insti- 
tutions and one of the most respected federal agen- 
cies." 

Rankin presented the problem to the Commisslonc 
"We do have a dirty rumor that is very bad for the 
Commission," he stated, "and it is very damaging to 
the agencies that are involved in it and it must be 
wiped out insofar as it is possible to do so by the 
Commission. " 

Critics of the Commission have pointed out that 
at this point the Commission’s mandate to ascertain 
and report the facts of the crime came into conflict 
with the Commission’s second stated purpose— to 
maintain public confidence in American Institutions 0 

"Quite clearly, the problem was the ’dirty ru- 
mor, ’" wrote Edward Jay Epstein in "Inquest." "It 
was considered ’dirty’ not because it was known to 
be true but because it was known to be ’damaging' to 
the government. The solution was to ’wipe out 1 the 
rumor;." 

Allen Dulles ’observed that ;the allegation was 
"a terribly hard thing to disprove" because written 
records were not always kept on undercover agents „ 

And now the newly declassified documents show that 
Dulles, who was head of the CIA from 1953 to I961, 
testified that officials would also deny any connec- 
tion with Oswald, even if it were true. 

Senator Richard Russell, another Commission 
member, asked Dulles, "If Oswald never had assassin- 
ated the President, or at least been charged with 
assassinating the President and had been in the em- 
ploy of the FBI and somebody had gone to the FBI they 
would have denied he was an agent?" 

Dulles replied, "Oh Yes." 

Russell then asked, "They would be the first to 
deny it. Your agents would have done exactly the 
same thing?" and Dulles responded, "Exactly." 

Ford did not include these conversations In his 
account of the meeting. He did write t\iat the Com- 
mission "would not be justified in. plunging Into the 
matter in some irresponsible manner that might jeopar- 
dize the effectiveness of an important agency’s fu- 
ture operations . " 

There was , however, some sentiment on the Com- 
mission for conducting a: serious investigation Into 

the allegations for the purposes of establishing the 
truth* Senator John Sherman Cooper said that the Comm- 
ission was "under a duty to see what Hudkins [the re- 
porter] says about it 5 where he got that information 0 " 

Senator Russell agreed. He said that if the 
Commission simply got an affidavit from J * Edgar 
Hoover and put it into the record without pursuing the 
Hudkins story "there still would be thousands of doubt ^ 
ing Thomases who would believe this man [Oswald] was 
an FBI agent." 
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However * the Commission did not investigate 
the matter. The day following the Commission 
meeting* counsel Rankin discussed the story with 
Hoover who immediately assured him that ’’any and 
very informant’ 1 ; : was known; ) to FBI headquarters and 
that ’’’'Oswald had never "been an informant of the 
FBI.” 

On February 6* Hoover submitted an affidavit 
to the Commission* stating that a search of FBI 
records disclosed that Oswald ’’was never an in- 
formant of the FBI* was never assigned a symbol 
number in that capacity* and was never paid any 
amount of money in any regard.” A week later 
Hoover sent the Commission the affidavits of ten 
FBI agents who had contact with the Oswald case* 
each denied that Oswald was ever developed' or used 
as an informant . 

And on May lb 9 J. Edgar Hoover testified be- 
fore the Commission ! and categorically stated that 
Oswald had no connection with the FBI. 

But* the declassified conversations reported 
in Weisberg’s new book raise serious doubts about 
the credibility of all these statements. 

The commission’s report stated that it made 
an ’’independent review of the Bureau [FBI] files 
dealing with the Oswald investigation*” and that 
it ’’had access to the full CIA file on Oswald*” 
but it presented no documentation in support of 
either statement. 

In fact* Warren refused to look at the full 
FBI file stating that ’’the same people who would 
demand that we see everything of this kind would 
also demand they be entitled to see it * and if it 
is a security matter we can ! t let them see it*” 

Reporter Hudkins was not among the 552 wit- 
nesses before the Commission* nor was he question- 
ed by the Commission staff. The source for his ■ 
story remained undiscovered. 

Instead* Leon Jaworski * who had been employed 
as Special Council for the State of Texas after 
the assassination* was asked to speak informally 
to Hudkins about the ’’rumor.” Jaworski is well 
known as the Watergate Special Prosecutor ap- 
pointed by Nixon in October* 1973. 

Jaworski reported back to the Commission that 
’’there was absolutely nothing to the story” and 
that it was ’’sheer speculation based on nothing 
but Hudkins imagination.” The commission then 
decided that Hudkins T testimony was unnecessary. 

There is significant evidence* though, that 
contradicts Jaworski ? s reported findings. Henry 
Wade* the Dallas District Attorney who had first 
brought the story to the attention of the Com- 
mission had information that Oswald 1 s address 
book contained the telephone number and license- 
plate number of Dallas FBI agent James Hosty. 

The Commission had received the list of names in 
Oswald’s address book in an FBI report dated Dec- 
ember 21, 19^3* but Agent Hosty 1 s name had been 
omitted from the list by the FBI. 


that Oswald was periodically telegraphed small 
amounts of money. Wade also thought that Oswald’s 
practice of setting up postal box ’’covers” each 
time he moved — a practice Wade himself had used 
as an FBI agent — -was ran "’’ideal way” to handle un- 
dercover transactions. 

Although reporter Hudkins was never interview- 
ed by the Commission* the Secret Service did in- 
terview him:. "In: S&cf'et* Service Report ',#767 submitted 
to the Commission* Hudkins told Secret Service 
agents that the information for his story came 
from Allan Sweatt * the chief of the criminal di- 
vision of the Dallas sheriff’s office. According 
to Hudkins* Sweatt said* ’’Oswald was being paid $200 
per month by the FBI in connection with their sub- 
versive investigation [and] that Oswald had infor- 
mant number S-172 . ” 

Allan Sweatt* too* was never questioned by 
the Commissiaricor ( its ' staff. The Commission appar- 
ently never attempted to ascertain Sweatt f s source for 
the information or whether he had direct knowledge 
of the FBI’s investigation of subversives in Dallas. 

No effort was made to clarify the nature of the 
FBI’s investigation of subversives. No check was 
made of FBI files to see if number S-172 (or 179) 
could have possibly been assigned to Oswald. 

The Secret Service interview with Hudkins 
has been withheld even from the National Archives 
where the Commission findings are kept. Details 
of the whole, affair were kept secret from the 
Commission’s own staff lawyers. 

"In short*” writes Warren Commission critic 
Epstein* ”no efforts were made by the Commission 
or its staff to investigate” the story. ’’The Com- 
mission thus did exactly what it agreed not to do... 
the entire matter was turned over to the FBI* to 
affirm or deny; it relied "entirely on the FBI to 
disprove” the story. 

-30- 

DEFENSE BUDGET FUNNIES 

NEW YORK(LNS) — Two recent examples of the Pen- 
tagon’s effort to keep the lid on inflations 

**The Air Force recently wanted to install beds 
at a Minuteman missile installation, but instead of 
buying beds from a commercial manufacturer the Air 
Force hired a private contractor to "invent” a bed. 

The contractor had "invented” the beds by taking $23 
Army cots and simply adding brackets to attach the 
beds to the floor. 

**Congress this year approved funds for the com- 
pletion of another missile defense system — this one 
in North Dakota — that is scheduled to be demolished 
as soon as it is finished. The fact that the mis- 
sile system is obsolete and scheduled for destruc- 
tion .upon" completion could not be mentioned during 
Congressional debate because the plans were stamped 
’’Secret.” 

-30- 

((Thanks to Fifth Estate and Community Press Features.) 


Wade also had information that a government 
voucher for $200 was found in Oswald’s possession. 

In addition* a Western Union employee had claimed 
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ELLSBERG 'S HOUSE BURGLARIZED; 

STOLEN DOCUMENTS END UP IN HANDS OP POLICE 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) — Anti-war activist Daniels 
Ellsberg revealed December 6 that his home had been 
broken into in October. Several documents were taken* 
Ellsberg said, and San Francisco police now admit 
that the documents are in their hands . 

No arrests have been made and police have not 
disclosed exactly how the documents came into their 
possession. Ellsberg has not; gotten the documents 
back and a Pentagon attorney was reported to have 
flown to California to look at the papers now in 
police possession. 

The documents included formerly secret and con- 
fidential telegrams sent from the State Department 
to the U.S. Embassy in Saigon, and several briefings 
given by General William Westinoreland, former comman- 
der of U.S. forces in Vietnam. 

Ellsberg insists that the documents are his own 
private property, and that he has the right to do 
whatever he chooses with them. Ellsberg- maintains 
that this includes his right to r release them to the 
public, which was what he planned to do in the near 
future . 1 . 

How did the burglars know where the documents 
were kept and what they even looked like? Despite 
police contention that "it appears to he just a plain, 
dumb , routine burglary," Ellsberg thinks it was a 
professional job done by people who knew exactly what 
they were doing. 

% ^ * 

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT REVEALS ; 

"SUMMARY" OF COINTELPRO OPERATIONS; 

NOT A REVELATION, BUT A "COVER-UP" 

WASHINGTON (LNS) — Ironically, after years of 
denying the very existence of the program, and then 
refusing requests to make details of the plan known 
to the public, the U.S. Justice Department released 
on November 18 a summary of the FBI's COINTELPRO act- 
ivities from 1956 to 1971:... 

COINTELPRO, an FBI acronym for "counter intell- 
igence program", was a device the FBI used, in the 
words of the November 18 summary, "to disrupt and 
neutralize domestic and subversive groups, organiza- 
tions and individuals." 

Despite the Justice Department;' s insistence.; that 
the released summary "fully describes the activities 
in each of the [COINTELPRO] programs", no specifics 
are given of against whom, when, how and why the var- 
ious operations were directed. The Justice Department 
admits the FBI implemented a total of 2,370 COINTEL- 
PRO actions, but very few examples were given. 

The existence of the program first became known 
after FBI files were stolen from a Media, Pa. FBI 
office by an unknown group of people in April, 1971* 
The files were released to the public and shortly 
thereafter, J. Edgar Hoover, then director of the 
FBI, sent out a memo announcing, "to afford addition- 
al security to our sensitive operations, it is rec- 
ommended the COINTELPRO operated by the Domestic In- 
telligence Agency he discontinued." 

Numerous court actions were broug ht upon the. F.BX 
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arid the Justice Department for specifics of the 
operations. Finally, late last year, A Federal 
District: Court ruled that under the Freedom of 
Information Act the Justice Department must turn 
over the particulars to NBC reporter Carl Stern, 
who had filed one of the original suits, and to the 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP). 

In his release of the COINTELPRO summary in 
November Attorney General William Saxbe said it 
was a "response to those requests." Revealing as 
the summary was, however, it fell far short of 
providing "particulars" of the program. 

Seven different COINTELPRO operations were 
outlined in the Saxbe report: one against the 
Communist Party USA (1956-1971); Socialist Workers 
Party ( 1961-1971 ) ; White Hate Groups (1964-1971) ; 
Black Extremists (1967-1971) and New Left (1968- 
1971); as well as Special Operations and Espionage/ 
Soviet-Satellite Intelligence. 

The activities were put in 12 separate cate- 
gories and included sending anonymous or fictitious 
materials to individuals or groups in order to 
cause dissention within various groups ; the use of 
informants to disrupt a group's activities; infor- 
ming employers , credit bureaus and creditors of an 
individual's activities in order to adversely af- 
fect their credit standing or employment status ; 
"dirty tricks" ; and establishing sham organizations 
for disruptive purposes (no examples of this were 
given . ) 

In addition, the Justice Department noted 
"20 miscellaneous actions which did not seem to 
fit* into any specific category." These activities 
included such clever plans as "making arrangements 
for local authorities to stop two group members 
on a narcotics pretext and by prearrangement hav- 
ing a police radio operator indicate that another 
individual wanted to call her with the purpose of 
having this individual come under suspicion as a 
police informer . " 

The Socialist Workers Party says that the 
Saxbe summary, rather than a revelation, was a "cover- 
up" . In fact , the SWP notes , the FBI still continues 
t6 use the same tactics against their group. The 
SWP also released to the press 50 known cases of 
FBI disruption of other left groups since 1971, the 
year COINTELPRO was supposed to he terminated. 

That list includes the use of FBI agent pro- 
vacateurs against the Vietnam Veterans Against the 
War /Winter Soldier Organization and the use of 
provocateurs to incite and entrap a group of pac- 
ifists into destroying draft records. 

Special Operations 

Perhaps most curious of all the COINTELPRO 
operations is the category of "Special Operations". 
Saxbe says this program was not "directed against 
a particular target." but were of a "control char- 
acter". The operation was directed primarily against 
"foreign intelligence services , foreign communist 
organizations and individuals connected’ 1 with them. 

Details of the Special Operations are classi- 
fied "Secret", Saxbe said, but it appears that the 
more sinister COINTELPRO activities were put in 
(jjf£63) December 11, 197^ more. . . 



this category , and organizations with only the re- 
motest communication with foreign countries were 
victims of "special operations/’ 

For instance , one heavily censored FBI document 
dated May 11 * 1970 , marked COINTELPRO-SFECIAL OPERA- 
TIONS , was re veal eld in early 1974 • The document is 
a memo in which J. Edgar Hoover proposes a plan ’’tar- 
geted against the national office of the Black Panth- 
er Party (with) close coordination on a high level 
with the Oakland or San Francisco Police Department*” 

The plan called for , among other things , the 
mailing of fabricated documents to various members 
of the Panther Party which were purported to be smug- 
gled out of the local police department. The documents 
were to resemble police files, indicating that vari- 
ous Black Panther members were police' employees and/ 
or informants 0 

’’Although this proposal is a relatively simple 
technique/’ the document states, ”it has already 
been applied with exceptional results in another area 
of Intelligence interest where the target was of far * 

greater sophistication,” 

The May , 1970 , document was written just at the 
time serious factionalism began to emerge within the 
Black Panther Party. Among other things, one faction, 
charged the other with being police agents. 

Of all the groups, ’’black extremists” were sin- 
gled, out by the C0INTELPR0 for the most agressive 
harassment. Not only were the Black Panther Party 
and the Republic of New Africa lumped into this cat- 
egory, but the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com- 
mittee (SNCC), Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), 
and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) were singled out for COINTELPRO harassment 
also, according to the Black Panther Party. 

According to the COINTELPRO document released 
earlier this year, the purpose of this harassment 
was ”to prevent the rise of a Black messiah. In unity 
there is strength. 

The FBI maintains that then-director Hoover dis- 
continued the COINTELPRO operations in 1971* But the 
Watergate revelations of the Huston Plan indicates 
that similar actions were carried out by the Nixon 
Administration under a different name after that 
time. 2 q 

EXTRA o EXTRA l CONGRESSIONAL LAW GIVES JOBS TO EVERYBODY 

NEW YORK (LNS)— Ever hear of the Full Employment 
Act? That’s one we won ! t hearr .about' from the Ford 
Administration, It was created by Congress in 1946 
and makes the government responsible for creating 
and maintaining ’’conditions under which there will 
be afforded useful employment opportunities, includ- 
ing self-employment for those able, willing and 
seeking work/’ 

Believe it or not, the law is still on the books. 

— 30— 

[Thanks to the Militant for this short.] 
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GOVT. PLANS $5 MILLION BICENTENNIAL 
WAGON TRAIN EXTRAVAGANZA 

WASHINGTON ( LNS ) — Imagine 13 horse-drawn covered 
wagons (steel reinforced a la 20th century) traveling 
throughout the country for 1 year to celebrate the 1976 
Bicentennial — all to the tune of $5 million , 10,000 
horses and 5 >000 volunteers. 

If you’re not crazy about the idea, It’s understand 
able, what with the economy as shaky as It is B But the 
American Revolution Bicentennial Administration (ARBA) , 
the U.S. government agency in charge of all 1976 fes- 
tivities, is all for it, so it looks like the ’’Bicen- 
tennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage” will soon be a reality. 
What’s more, it’s likely to be the major national 
commemoration of 1976. 

The wagon train idea was first suggested to the 
Pennsylvania Bicentennial Commission in 1972 by Thelma 
Gray, president of T. Gray Associates, a Philadelphia 
public relations firm. But Pennsylvania was wild about 
it and the state plan has since gotten official ARBA 
backing along with 22 other projects. 

The plan calls for the wagon train, divided into 
5. regional segments, to cross every state beginning In 
the summer of 1975 » and to converge on Valley Forge, 

Pa. on July 4, 1976. According to a program outline, 
the wagon train will be ’’one continuous exciting event 0 
Every day on the road and every night camping along the 
highway, the wagoneers will host the pebple of America 0 

’’Spectators will be welcome to view the ritual 
of encamping, watering, feeding and grooming the teams 
of horses, campfire sing alongs and country hoe-downs 0 
Church services and cookouts.” 

But it’s more than just fun and games,” says To 
Gray Associates, which has been paid $100,000 so far 
by Pennsylvania and is negotiating a contract for a- 
nother $l80,000. /’It’s the kind of adventure where 
the nation can search for, and- probably find, some of 
its lost integrity.” 

T. Gray Associates is negotiating with several 
large corporations, including Ralston-Purina, General 
Motors and AT&T, to underwrite the cost of the wagons, 
horses, food for horses, and staff, uniforms, vehicles 
to carry equipment, barges to carry the wagons down 
rivers , and hundreds of incidentals . 

Although the companies haven’t given their full 
support to the plan so far, a GM spokesman said he was 
’’pretty positive” the company would at least provide 
60 to 75 free stationwagons as support vehicles. 

Some Bicentennial Commission spokespeople from o- 
ther states have grumbled about the Pilgrimage as a 
’’poor use of funds.” But Jeremy Rifkin of the People’s 
Bicentennial Commission, a group organized to counter 
the official government agency, is outraged by the 
wagon train proposal. ’’It’s one of the best examples 
of corporate America piling money into projects to 
keep people amused, when what they need is fundamental 
change; to have basic economic grievances redressed by 
the profiteering corporations who are hurting the 
working man." 

T. Gray Associates has assured skeptics that there 
will be no direct advertising of sponsors’ products 
along the wagon train. (A soft drink company had want- 
ed to put its emblem on the wagons and a cigarette 

CONTINUED ON THE INSIDE FRONT COVER—— 
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(See packets 575 and 587 for stories on Project 
Sanguine) 

NAVY'S PROJECT SANGUINE— CHASED OUT OF TEXAS 
AND THE MIDWEST— MOVES WEST 

(Editors's Note: The following is an edited 
version of a Pacific News Service article by How- 
ard Dratch, a political science and history teach- 
er at the University of California.) 

SAN FRANCISCO, Calif . (PNS/LNS) — Project San- 
guine, part of a U.S. Navy plan to wipe out an en- 
emy country in the event of a nuclfear attack, has 
surfaced once again in Utah after being chased out 
of Texas and the Midwest . 

This: project, first Conceived in the late fif- 
ties when the Cold War and fear of the Russians was 
manifested ' in the slogan "Better Dead Than Red, 
has been termed by some a "hand from the grave" de- 
terrent system. 

The Navy proposal calls for a system of un- 
derground cables which would transmit a president. c 
tial order to fire nuclear missiles through radio 
signals to submerged submarines around the world. 

Once installed, Sanguine would cover an area 
larger than the state of Delaware — 2,500 square 
miles — with a gigantic crisscross grid of electric- 
al wires buried in underground trenches. Cost of 
this mammoth antenna will be from $300 to $750 mil- 
1 ion . 

Sanguine's future is directly tied to the 
Navy's plans for a fleet of 10 huge nuclear pow- 
ered Trident submarines, for which Congress appro- 
priated one and one-half billion dollars this 
year alone. Each Trident sub— —the size of an enor- 
mous undersea aircraft carrier--will carry 24 mis- 
siles. Each missile will have 17 independently 
targeted warheads giving one Trident sub the ca- 
pacity to destroy 408 cities. 

The Sanguine project was slated for Wisconsin, 
then Texas,, and finally in early 1074 for Michigan. 
In all three places, local residents successfully 
opposed its construction. 

Evidence that the project could damage plants 
and animals has caused concern among environment- 
alists. An early report says that the low fre- 
quency waves could, over a period of time, raise 
the blood pressure of some animals, retard the 
growth of seedlings, cause mutation in insects 
and shorten the lives of some plants. 

In addition, Wisconsin's Senator Gaylord 
Nelson confronted Admiral Elmo Zumwalt with de- 
tailed reports by physicists and electrical engin- 
eers who concluded that Sanguine might very well 
not work at all. 

Professor Alwyn Scott, part of a University 

of Wisconsin scientific team, cTaims’ the radio 
waves produced would be sb slow that an enemy 
could electronically jam the signals before any 
message could get through. And natural occurrenc- 
es such as large electrical storms or earth trem- 
ors could have the same jamming effect. 

But the Navy, which has already poured $74.9 
million of taxpayers' money into Sanguine, is un- 

willine to abandon its plans. Instead, N avy of ^i- , 
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cials have been quietly planning to build the 
system on desolate federally-owned land in the 
West — out of reach of environmentalists, ranch- 
ers or troublesome farmers. 

The Navy is looking at remote sites in Utah, 
Idaho, Montana and at Nellis Air Force Base, out- 
side Las Vegas, Nevada. According to the U.S. 

Naval Institute's magazine Proceedings, "Inside 
betting is that one of the Utah sites will be se- 
lected." 

By shifting Project Sanguine's gigantic cable- 
grid to the wide open spaces of politically con- 
servative Utah, the Navy hopes to outmaneuver any 
aroused local citizens. "There's no question that 
they're moving it to land where they hope people 
aren't going to get excited," says the Sierra Club's 
Jonathon Ela, who coordinated the Wisconsin State 
Committee to Stop Sanguine. 

Ocean Science News reports that the Navy plans 
to spend $45 million more in research and develop- 
ment alone before the system can even be stafted 
in 1977. And, John Hennessy of the Naval Electronic 
System Command has said that by January the Navy 
will assign a $10 million contract for preliminary 
development to Sylvania, RCA or TRW Systems. 

The Navy is determined to see Project Sanguine 
through to completion. "It's a mighty big club, 
said Rear Admiral R.Y. Kaufman who is head of the 
Strategic Submarine Control Program. "And that's 
the name of the game." 
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IF ONLY AGNEW HAD BEEN NAILED . . . 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Some time ago former Vice- 
President Spiro T. Agnew was disbarred by Mary- 
land's highest court in a unanimous decision char- 
acterizing Agnew as so morally obtuse that he con- 
sciously cheats for his own pecuniary gain® 

Almost simultaneously, however, Dale Anderson, 
Agnew ! s successor as Baltimore County Executive was 
facing a stiffer rap for his”obtuseness Anderson 
got 5 years in prison after conviction on 32 counts 
of extortion, income tax evasion, and conspiracy® 
These were the same charges in the same political 
corruption scandal that were ’’ready 1 ’ for Agnew, but 
which he evaded by his plea bargain to resign as 
vice-president and plead no contest to income tax 
evasion. _ 30 _ 


NO PEAR SHAPED HEADS OR TRUCK DRIVERS WANTED HERE 

NEW YORK (LNS) — In the files from the Media, 
Pa. FBI office in May 1971, this memo from an FBI 
higher-up concerning FBI applicants, was found; 


"I recently saw a photograph of a favorably 
recommended clerical applicant. This photograph 
reflected long sideburns and long hair in the back 
and too full on the sides. Please, when interview- 
ing applicants be on the alert for long hairs, 
beards, mustaches, pear shaped heads, truck drivers, 
etc. We are not that hard up yet.” 
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Hot news in vour area??? Please keep us informed. 


December 11, 1974 


more . . . 



OFFICIAL UNEMPLOYMENT FOR NOVEMBER HITS 6.5 
AS .323,000 OTHER WORKERS GIVE UP LOOKING FOR 

JOBS ALTOGETHER 

WASHINGTON D.C® (LNS')— Figures released by 
the Department of Labor show that 485,000 more 

people were officially unemployed in November 
than the month before, as 5,975,000 workers, or 
6.5 percent of the "national labor force 11 were 

considered officially unemployed. 

Not included in the most recent unemploy- 
ment rate, the highest -in 13 years, were the num- 
ber of people who left the national 11 labor force 11 
-“323,000 for the month of November. This re- 
flects the number of people who gave up looking 
for jobs out of despair, andlis not calculated 
in the official unemployment figure • 

A greater number of blacks, women, teen- 
agers and old people "leave the labor force 11 in 
times of high unemployment, because during such 
times these groups are even less likely to find ' 
jobs than other workers. Thus, the official un- 
employment figures for these groups are highly 
underestimated® 

Only 40 percent of the people officially un- 
employed are able to collect unemployment insur- 
ance benefits, the Department of Labor reports. 
Taking into account sporadically employed people 
and those people who left the labor force however, 
less than 20 percent of all unemployed workers 
are currently collecting unemployment benefits. 

The official; figures also don ! t take into 
account the situation since November 15, when 
massive layoffs in the auto and steel, industries 

accelerated o 

Unemployment of course is hitting some 
groups harder than others® Unemployment for 
blacks is placed officially at 11.7 percent, com- 
pared to 5® 8 percent fo white workers; 8.2 per- 
cent amongst n blue collar workers 11 compared to 
3®7 percent amongst "white collar workers; 11 and 
6® 6 percent amongst women, compared to 4.6 percent 
amongst men® 

The class of workers least vulnerable to 
layoffs (i®e G white, male, and/or white collar 
workers) don't tend to "leave the labor force" 
when they do get unemployed, but rather collect 

unemployment insurance. 

While the massive layoffs in the auto indus- 
try make up a large percentage of the unemployed 
workers, unemployment hit virtually every basic 
UTS* industry last month® Compared to October 
figures seasonally adjusted, 100,000 fewer workC 
ers were working in machinery; 50,000 fewer work- 
ers in electrical equipment; 47,000 in transpor- 
tation; 29,000 in lumber and wood products;. 

20,000 in furniture and 18,000 in steel and other 
basic metals® 

In addition, future construction contracts 
negotiated in November fell by 25 percent from 
the year befcre, indicating corresponding future 
decreases in Employment for construction workers. 

Unemployment is believed to have risen in 


Unemployment in these cities is at least 10 per- 
cent and there are predictions being made that 
by the beginning of 1975, 40 percent of the total 
workers in Detroit will be unemployed. 

Arthur Greenspan, chairman of the President's 
Economic. Advisors , had stated earlier last month 
that unemployment "might 11 reach as high as 6.7 
percent "sometime in 1975." Two weeks later he 
adjusted the prediction to 7.0 percent by the 
"third quarter of 1975," at which point it would 
start go ing down • 

With the release of the new statistics how- 
ever, Ron Nessen, a Presidential spokesperson, 
said unemployment had "accelerated at a greater 
pace than anticipated" and said the administration 
expects a 7.0 percent unemployment rate by Decem- 
ber, 1974. 

It is currently being accepted by most econ- 
omists that nation unemployment by official stan- 
dards, will hit 8.0 percent by next summer, 

and the economists are divided over the Adminis- 
tration's prediction that the situation would be- 
gin to get better next summer. 
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POOR LOSE WITH FORD'S WIN CAMPAIGN 
AS FOOD STAMP PROGRAM IS CUT BY $325 MILLION 

WASHINGTON D.C.(LNS)— As part of his WIN 
("Whip Inflation Now" ) campaign. Ford dealt a heavy 
blow to ppor people when he ordered a $325 million 
cutback in the federal foods tamp program. The 
elderly poor on a fixed income, who will be hit 
hardest by the cutbacks, have already had their 
meager budgets eaten away by soaring inflation. 

Using his power of executive action, Ford 
bypassed Congress early in December in order to 
slip through the new food stamp regulations. Un- 
der the new system that will go into effect in 
March, people will be required to pay 30 percent 
of their total incomes to get the same amount of 
food stamps that had previously cost 22 percent 
of their income. 

There are various food stamp rates, depending 
on income, family situation and other factors. 
Particularly hard hit by the new cutbacks will be 
single people--usually the elderly with no depen- 
dents. 

On a national average, those single people 
with an income of $150 per month now receive $46 worth 
worth of food by paying an already exorbitant $33 
for food stamps. After March they will have to 
pay 50 percent more for the same amount— an average 
of $45 for $46 worth of food. 

Clearly the government will save much more 
than $325 million because many people who will be 
unable to lay out more money for food stamps, will 
drop out of the program. Out of the 15 million 
who now receive food stamps, an estimated 10 per- 
cent--!. 5 million people--will be forced to drop 
out of the program because they will be unable to 
afford the higher rates. 


all fifty states last month, but certain cities 
are particularly hard hit: Wilmington, Deleware; 

Buffalo, N o Y ® g Detroit, Pittsburgh, and Cleveland. x ° 
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Also as part of his anti-inflation program, 
(continued on inside front cover) 
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Soaring Sugar Prices 

Monthly average retail price, dollars per five?pound bag 
(Metropolitan Area) 


JFMAM. JJASONDJ FMAMJJ AS (Oct. 31) 
1973 1974 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics 


Profits In the Sugar Industry 

Net Per cent Thursday Stock 


income 

(millions 

of$) 

change 
i from 
1973 

stock 

price 

close 

price. 

1974 

range 

$20.3 

i +17.2% 

29.3/4 

35-23 3/ * 

16.7 

+227.8 

31 3/4 

333/J-23*'* 

14.3 

+ 1,121.8 

25 

25 5/ j-3 t/ a 

1.3* 

* * 

not traded 


CPC International 1 $20.3 +17.2% 29?/4 

Amstar 1 16.7 +227.8 31 3/ + 

Great Western United 2 14.3 +1,121.8 25 

National Sugar Refining 3 1.3* ** noi 1 

3 Quarter ended Sept. 30 ^ Quarter ended Aug. 31 

o 

Quarter ended June 30 'Indicated earnings. "Loss 
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